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DISTRICT. 


Area  547  Acres.  Population  (Census  1901)  2,535.  Estimated  2,622. 


THE  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1909. 


To  the  Urban  District  Council. 


GENTLEMEN, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Health 
and  Sanitary  state  of  this  District. 

The  Physical  Features  and  General  Character  of  the  District. 

It  is  gratifying  to  find  that  this  District,  with  its  varied  physical  features  of 
sea,  river,  and  richly  wooded  bills  and  dales,  is  becoming  increasingly  popular  as  a  Health 
Resort,  not  only  in  the  summer  but  also  during  the  winter  months.  The  Towns  are 
favoured  this  winter  with  quite  a  perceptible  increase  in  the  number  of  Visitors  seeking 
a  warmer  and  more  equable  climate  than  is  to  be  found  in  most  parts  of  our  island. 
In  the  summer  months  there  are  so  many  pursuits  which  can  be  followed  on  the  sea,  the 
river,  and  about  the  country  side,  that  the  holiday  seeker  has  great  variety  in  the  choice 
of  amusements,  but  in  winter-time  it  is  necessary  to  cater  for  the  Visitor  who  seeks  the 
benefit  of  our  locality,  and  we  ought  to  try  and  provide  healthy  recreation  and  amusement 
for  the  afternoons. 

The  public  which  comes  to  Looe  seeking  health  in  our  Marine  Urban  District, 
may  be  quite  satisfied  that  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  Towns  is  under  the  watchful  eye 
of  a  Sanitary  Authority  fully  convinced  of  the  benefit  of  good  sanitation  and  determined 
to  make  good  any  existing  defects.  Our  water  carriage  system  of  drainage  has  a  principle 
in  it  that  must  commend  it  to  all  sanitary  experts.  We  have  no  dumping  ground  for 
sewage  matter  near  to  our  habitations,  but  by  many  aqueducts  leading  through  the  quay 
walls  the  sewage  is  conveyed  straight  into  the  harbour  tide- way  and  carried  right  out  to 
sea.  Twice  in  twenty-four  hours  does  the  salt  water  most  effectually  wash  out  our  culverts 
and  main  drains.  This  method,  I  am  convinced,  is  as  near  to  an  ideal  of  perfect  sewage 
sanitation  as  can  be  adopted  in  a  water-borne  system  of  a  seaside  resort  and  harbour- town. 
These  Towns  have  been  remarkably  free  of  late  years  from  the  class  of  disease,  which  can 
be  definitely  shown  to  be  dependent  upon  faulty  drainage. 

Housing  Accommodation. 

The  building  operations  are  being  continued  steadily,  although  slowly.  West 
Looe  has  been  more  favoured  during  the  last  year.  The  residents  are  glad  to  note  that 
the  style  of  architecture  has  distinctly  improved,  and  1  am  glad  to  see  the  higher  levels 


are  still  in  increasing  favour.  Looe  has  a  great  possibility  before  it  ;  a  more  charming 
spot  for  the  building  of  villa  residences  than  the  Sandpiace  Road  could  hardly  be 
conceived. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage. 

Steady  progressive  work  has  been  done  in  modernizing  house  drains.  The 
carriage  of  the  West  Looe  upper  drain  into  the  East  Looe  river  stream  has  justified  the 
opinions  expressed  in  its  favour.  The  drainage  system  of  the  lower  portion  of  West  Looe 
is  shortly  to  be  completed  on  the  same  principle.  The  Shutta  main  drain  is  the  next  one 
of  importance  to  be  dealt  with,  and  I  have  every  hope  that  during  igro  the  drains  of  this 
locality  will  be  brought  up  to  the  standard  of  modern  requirements. 

Removal  and  Deposit  of  House  Refuse. 

Although  a  decided  improvement  has  been  noticed  in  regard  to  the  provision 
of  suitably  covered  dust-bins,  yet,  from  time  to  time,  even  in  our  main  thoroughfares, 
persons  are  found  sinning  against  the  community  in  this  important  matter.  Your  Authority 
will  do  well  to  insist  upon  the  By-laws  being  firmly  adhered  to. 

Slaughter-houses,  Dairies,  Milk-shops,  etc. 

These  have  been  found  in  good  sanitary  condition  when  inspected.  The 
public  still  suffer  from  the  inconvenience  caused  by  the  Council  permitting  the  milch-cows 
and  bullocks  to  be  driven  through  the  main  thoroughfares  to  and  from  the  milking-sheds 
and  slaughter-houses.  If  the  milk  could  be  brought  into  the  Town  from  the  sheds  in  the 
fields,  how  much  easier  it  would  be  to  keep  our  roads  and  footpaths  clean,  and  how  much 
more  attractive  our  Town  would  be  to  Visitors.  I  desire  to  again  ask  the  attention  of 
the  Council  to  this  question. 


Council’s  Schools. 


It  has  been  found  advisable  to  recommend  that  a  more  modern  principle  in 
regard  to  the  sanitary  conveniences  for  the  scholars  may  be  substituted  for  that  at  present 
existing. 


Factory  and  Workshops. 

No  special  work  has  arisen  in  connection  with  the  Factory  and  Workshop 

Act,  i go  i. 


Inspection  of  the  District. 

Much  disturbance  to  the  surface  of  the  roads  has  been  caused  through  the 
laying  of  new  gas  mains.  The  necessity  for  the  renewal  was  shown  by  considerable 
leakage  from  many  of  the  gas  mains  and  pipes.  Much  gas  escaped  and  found  its  way 
into  many  of  the  houses  in  East  Looe.  Under  the  circumstances  it  is  not,  perhaps,  fair 
to  condemn  the  condition  of  the  roads ;  but  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  we  suffer 
in  the  estimation  of  our  Visitors  from  the  muddy  and  untidy  condition  of  our  streets. 


Disease  Incidences. 

It  is  indeed  fortunate  when  a  Health  Report  is  as  short  as  mine  is  obliged 
to  be  this  year,  and  when  the  obligation  is  lack  of  questions  deserving  comment. 
Although  we  have  to  mourn  the  loss  of  such  valued  public  men  as  Mr.  John  White  and 
Mr.  T.  H.  Hicks,  yet  these  last  twelve  months  have  been  remarkably  healthy  ones  in  this 
Town,  and  no  epidemic  disease  has  come  among  us  to  disturb  the  even  tenor  of  our  way. 

I  view  with  much  concern  the  increasing  number  of  unvaccinated  children 
who  are  permitted  to  live  among  us.  Vaccination  as  practised  to-day  is  absolutely  free 
from  danger  and  is  a  sure  protection  against  the  most  loathsome  of  all  diseases. 


Births. 


The  total  number  of  births  recorded  during  the  year  was  50,  against  44  during 
last  year.  There  were  born  26  males  and  24  females  — 33  in  East  Looe  and  17  in  West 
Looe.  This  is  an  estimated  birth-rate  of  19-06  per  thousand,  as  contrasted  with  16-85 
recorded  last  year. 


Mortality. 

'  The  total  number  of  deaths  recorded  was  33,  viz.,  18  males  and  15  females _ 

18  in  East  Looe  and  15  in  West  Looe.  This  gives  an  estimated  death-rate  of  12-20  per 
thousand  of  population.  ihe  chief  causes  of  death  were  as  follows: — Old  age,  8;  heart 
disease,  4 ;  premature  birth,  3  ;  cancer,  3  ;  pneumonia,  2  ;  phthisis,  1  ;  erysipelas,  1  ; 
bronchitis,  1  ;  accidents,  1  ;  all  other  causes,  9.  Eighteen  deaths  occurred  at  the  age  of  70 
and  upwards  ;  this  number  is  54-5  per  cent,  of  the  total,  viz.,  2  at  86,  2  at  85,  2  at  82, 
1  at  81,  1  at  79,  x  at  77,  1  at  76,  1  at  73,  2  at  72,  3  at  71,  and  2  at  70. 

Infantile  Mortality. 

The  death-rate  per  thousand  births  was  140.  This  is  a  very  marked  increase 
on  last  year's  rate.  An  examination  into  the  causes  of  this  increase,  however,  shows  it  to 
be  purely  accidental  and  unavoidable. 

Zymotic  Death-rate. 

The  zymotic  death-rate  was  0-38  per  thousand. 

Zymotic  Disease. 

There  were  three  cases  of  zymotic  disease  notified  during  the  year.  All  the 
three  were  cases  of  erysipelas.  These  figures  give  a  zymotic  disease-rate  of  i'io  per 
thousand,  as  against  2-30  recorded  last  year. 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


J.  EUSTACE  WEBB, 

M.B.,  F.R.,  I.P.H., 

M.O.H.  Look  Urban  District  Council. 


Kerswill  House,  Looe, 

January  15th,  1910. 
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